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The Holy Trinity
(Trinity Sunday)
Almighty and everlasting God, who hast given unto us thy servants grace, by the confession of a true
faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power of the Divine Majesty to worship
the Unity; We beseech thee that thou wouldest keep us stedfast in this faith, and evermore defend us from
all adversities, who livest and reignest, one God, world without end. Amen (Collect for Trinity Sunday,
BCP)

What is implicit in the Person and role of the Father, and that of the Son, and that of the
Holy Spirit?
As we examine the Holy Trinity, and attempt to distill the uniqueness of each Person of
the Trinity, we will increase our knowledge and understanding of the nature of God, and find as a
result much cause for praise and worship.
What do I find in God, the Father? I find authority.
When there has been some great lapse of responsibility, especially at a very high level.
have you noticed how liberally the Blame Game is employed? Fingers are pointed in as many
directions as the compass allows. And no one wishes to unequivocally assume the fault, because
of the implications. The problem is too vast, the burden of culpability too great, for anyone to
want to place themselves in such a position. And so blame-shifting is the desperate practice: a
fearful, underhanded, devious searching around for someone..., anyone upon which to pin the
fault.
All of it is a sorry admission of absolute irresponsibility on all levels. There are, after all,
jobs, reputations, retirement accounts, and a host of selfish interests to protect.
And so the consequence is that nobody is left knowing anything about what really is going on. The public remains largely uninformed, the infraction is left unpunished, the certainty of
appropriate justice being applied is missed, a guarantee of fool-proof measures put into place to
counter the possibility of such things happening again is left remote. Maybe one of two people
will be fired to satisfy the voracious impulse for a scape-goat. But there will be no fundamental
satisfaction in any of it. Just a host of doubts, theories, and questions. Nothing will remain but
complete irresolution.
Absent will be the assurance of authority; the security provided by the intervention of
someone who knows what they are doing, who assumes the blame for any future mishaps, and
really means it, and who administers peace and assurance by both possessing and exuding the
essence of real authority.
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In this world largely shorn of this essence, the troubling consequence is that bogus and
false authority moves in, ready to rule by arbitrary force and power, instead of by the virtues of
true authority which possesses authorization to rule because of inherent character or a proven
record, and other ennobling characteristics which define genuine leadership.
God, the Father. True Authority. God the Almighty. The Ancient of Days. The Eternal
God. The Source of all being. The Judge of all flesh. The Sovereign Lord. The Alpha and
Omega: the Beginning and the End.
Here is Authority in all that could ever be desired in the concept. Absolute reliability. Unlimited and incontrovertible power. Unending wisdom, understanding, knowledge. Unopposable
purpose. In the Father we find the epitome of what we can find nowhere on earth. Before Him all
questions will ultimately be answered, all disputes resolved; every unreconciled, unresolved, unbrokered matter brought to complete, final, satisfying conclusion.
God, the Father. We all need the bosom of a loving, protective, strong, and powerful Father upon which to lay our weary heads. We hear there the steady heartbeat that tells us “all is
well”.
In the Son, I find love.
The Son of God. God in the flesh. The Only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth
(John 1:14b). The infinite condescension of God: kindness, compassion, pity, empathy, the gift of
God sent to us, among us, to take upon Himself all that destroys and plagues us, to bear both our
individual and collective misery within Himself, to die in our place. God who has left His high
and exalted throne, casting aside His robes of majesty, to don the dismal rags of human existence. To veil His glory. To walk invisibly and quietly among us as a stranger and outcast. To be
subject to all the arbitrary whim of fallen man: raised one day to the height of praise, glory, and
fame, only a short while later to be mocked, scourged, shamed, and rejected as the criminal of
criminals, as a thing to be loathed, despised, rejected.
God the Son. Love incarnate. Authority set aside in favor of involvement. In human
terms, something unexpected, the utterly unexpected: that the One who by every right is the
greatest and highest, sets aside such privilege, and in utterable love, becomes the lowest and
worst for the sake of redeeming that which possessed no way whatsoever to help itself. And the
Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (John 1:14a). God, in all His glory, given as a gift to
man. Who can explain it? Who can comprehend it?
Where the world proffers us a false love, feigned acceptance, happiness in temporal pursuits, satisfaction from that which can never deeply satisfy, promise of fulfillment that can never
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be realized, God the Son alone has brought us the real article, unmixed with hype, deception, and
qualification.
In the The Holy Spirit, I find divine power manifested in us and among us.
The active Principle of God, intensely present throughout His universe, pervading every
corner of it with His eager, relentless, transformative power. God pouring His very own essence
into the hearts of sinful men, bringing them to new birth, renewing them, empowering and raising them up-- filled with a new principle of everlasting life. Bringing to a conclusion the work of
redemption initiated by the Father, wrought by the Son upon the Cross, completed by the raising
of the Son of God from death by the Spirit of Power. And brought to all mankind collectively
through the outpouring of the Spirit from the throne of God on the day of Pentecost. The practical outworking within us of the whole plan of God in saving mankind. The Holy Spirit. That
Agency completing the work of God in creation and redemption
Because of the Father, the universe can never ultimately say to God, “You left us to the
vagaries and uncertainties of ungoverned existence. You abandoned us to disorder and life without absolutes, with no recourse to the bar of justice for the resolution of all that seems so unresolvable.”
Because of the Son, the universe can never say, “You were not one of us. Your very authority and position made it impossible for You to understand us. You withheld Yourself from us
by exercising Your right as the Supreme One to remain aloof and uninvolved. You didn’t step in
when our need for You was desperate. You do not know us, and have left it impossible for us to
know You.” No, this could never be said.
And because of the Holy Spirit, it can never be said to God, “We could not find You. You
were inaccessible on Your royal throne, high and lifted up, remote from creation, from earth, and
from individual men. And when You visited earth, You were limited to a particular space and a
certain point in time and so were not available to the rest of earth’s history, nor to the rest of the
earth itself.”
Let us behold the blessed Holy Trinity. This is our God. This is wonder and magnificence
beyond comprehension. This is order and complexity and beauty, and yet supreme simplicity,
that will occupy us throughout all eternity in unending worship and praise.
In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Amen.

